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much zeal and wisdom, and made strict inquiry into the conduct of all
those who were called to serve in the ministry of the altar, not only with
regard to their progress in sacred learning, and the regularity of their
manners, but also with regard to their spirit of devotion and assiduity in
constant prayer.   The saint laboured without intermission for the reforma-
tion of manners and establishing good discipline among the people.   He
took great care that all that were ignorant of the principles of Christianity
should be forbid to be sponsors at baptism, or to be joined in matrimony,
or admitted to any of the sacraments, till they were better instructed.
What enforced his instructions, and gave them weight and efficacy, was
his example.    His life was most austere;  he was in everything severe to
himself, and all the clergymen that were about him were enjoined to apprize
him of the least slip in his behaviour.   Though he was inflexible towards
obstinate sinners, and employed every means to bring them to repentance,
when he founci them sincerely desirous to return to God he received them
with the greatest tenderness and indulgence, imitating the good Shepherd,
who came down from heaven to seek the lost sheep and carried them back
to the fold on his shoulders.   By his care the poor were everywhere tenderly
assisted with every corporeal and spiritual comfort and succour they could
stand in. need of, and many hospitals were raised for their reception and
entertainment at his expense.   It was his earnest desire to see all Christians
seriously engaged in the noble contest, which of them should best fulfil
his obligations in their full extent, which are all reduced to those which
tie him to his Creator; for on a man's concern for them depends his regard
for all others.    To sum up the whole character of this good prelate in
two words, Ado knew all the obligations of his post, and discharged them
with the utmost exactness and fidelity.   He distinguished himself in many
councils abroad, and held himself several councils at Vienne to maintain
the purity of faith and manners, though only a fragment of that which he
celebrated in 870 is extant.    When King Lothaire sought pretexts to
divorce his Queen Thietburge, our holy prelate obliged him to desist
from that unjust project, and he had a great share in many public trans-
actions in which  the interest of religion was  concerned.     For Pope
Nicholas I, King Charles the Bald, and Lewis of Germany had the greatest
regard for him on account of his prudence and sanctity, and paid a great
deference to his advice.    In the hurry of employments his mind was as
recollected as if his whole business lay within the compass of his own
private concerns.    To read the lives of the saints, and to consider their
edifying actions, in order to imbibe their spirit and quicken his own soul
in the practice of piety, was an exercise in which he always found singular
comfort and delight, and a great help to devotion; and> like the industrious
bee which sucks honey from every flower, he endeavoured to learn from
the life of every saint some new practice of virtue, and to treasure up JB